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Dear Church Family,

The poet W.H. Auden composed a long poem in 1944 callg
For the Tme Being: A Christmas Oratoria which the various
characters of the Christmas story speak in modern English in a
contemporary context. Auden portrays King Herod as an eminent -
practical nan who looks out over the civilization he rules with some satlsfactlon He Iamemsver the lack
of routineandthe lack of good common sense among the people, as evidenced by their reliance on Ouija
boards, crystals, alchemgnd amuletsDespite allhe has done for them, Herod finds that people still want a
savior. fALegislation is helpless against the wil
househol ds un dEhesavity he gaysthese pdopleowlnotveverjs one who will come on the
peopleown terms, who will arrive in a box to serve what they believe to be their immediate needs. He mock:
their prayersh O God, put away justice and truth for we ¢
wouldboreus dreadful | y. Leave t he hbeameeoursincla hobk atteo Baby, d
amuse Grandfather, escort Madam to the Opera, help Willy with his homework, introduce Muriel to a
handsome naval officer. Be interesting and weak like us, avd iwé | |l ove you as we | o

Later, i n exasperation, Herod explains, Al as
use to me is a God whose divinity consists in doing different things that | cannot do or sayinthoiggehat
| cannot understand? The God | want and intend to get must be someone | can recognize immediately withot
having to wait and see what he says or does. There must be nothing in the least extraordinary about him.
Produce him atsiocrkc eo,f pMaedasien.g.lod6 m

As we begin our annual Advent preparation, there can be a sameness and routine to our anticipation c
the birth of our Savior. In our practical and sensible way, we plod through the season, the awesome wonder :
grace of the Incarnatiosomehow eluding us. To the extent we look for God at all, we look for one who will do
what we want and give us what we think we need. We know in our heads that this is rididchltuSod does
as God chooses, and not as we think we wémivever, it canbe another matter to live each day with expectant
waiting, with hope, and with wonder and awe at what God has done, is continuing to do, and may do in the
future. Because God will most assuredly interrupt our best laid plans; God will defthgelpt air comfort;

God will undoubtedly surprise us.

So, my wish for you is that you will be surprised this year at Christmas. May we all be astonished by tt
wonderfully remarkable thing that God has done in coming to us in Jesus the Christ.

Yours inChrist,
Barbara

The F irst Presbyterian Church of Stirling
Feeding Those Who Hunger
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Dec em ber Lectionary Readings

Dec. 5 2""Sunday of Advent
Malachi3:1-4; Lukel:6879; Phiippiansl:3-11; Luke3:1-6

Dec. 12 3 Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah3:14-20; Isdah 12:2-6; Phiippians4:4-7; Luke3:7-18

Dec. 19 4" Sunday of Advent
Micah5:2-5a; Lukel:47-55; Psaim 80:1-7; Helrews 10:5-10; Lukel:3945
(46-55)

Dec. 24:Christmas Eve
Isdah 9:2-7; Paalm 96; Titus2:11-14; Luke2:1-14 (15-20)

Dec. 26 1% Sunday after Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psaim 148; Cdossians3:12-17; Luke2:41-52

Stewardship - Sandy Mackay

Remember Your e
Ofterings Weekly Contributions

Whenwe were notworshipping in our sanctuary, financial commitmesti#l had tobe met.
Whether maintaining the buildings and grounds, paying our staeepingup with our mission
support our expensesvere ongoing.Now thatwe havereturnedto worshipping in the
sanctuary, please try tkeepyour pledgesurrent. If you will not be in churciplease send your
weekly offering/pledgéin your offering envelopdp the church office or directly to Elsie Turgmarhank you

Offering'
Envelopes

Offering Envelopes

\
!

The2022 offering envelopebave arrivecandwill be available to be picked up at the church. g\( 7
Pleasdook for your name on the envelope hox N

s ) —y Annual Reports T Due January 14 th
47

A
gnua/ office by no later than January4t” so they can be assembled and distributed in time
p 9’7 | for the Annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for Janudfy B0/ou need a copy
of the 2020 report, please contact Paulette in the church office.

{ B ”‘<§ Reminder: Annual reportsfor all church committees/groupsre due to the church
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Rev. D r. Thomas Peters Concert Series

We are pleased to presentassical pianist Yukiko Tanaka in concert on Sunday, Beat
2:00 p.m. This will be the first presentatiom our newly renamedRev. Dr. Thomas Peters
Concert Seriesince Covidl9 started Ms. Tanaka has performéereseveral times, all to
standing ovations, and she always looks forwardl#yipg for the Long Hill Township
audience. Ms. Tanaka will performing TchaikovskyNutcracker perfect for the
Christmas season.

Admission, as always, is freA short reception will follow the concert, during which
attendees may meet the performeMasks must be worn, and guests must sign in for
contact tracing, if needed

Annual Meversville Tree Lighting, December 5t

If you still want to enjoy some Christmas music festivities, consider attendindelgersville
Tree Lighting at the Meyersville Circ{by the Meyersville Presbyterian Church)Sunday,
December ¥, at 5:00 pm The circle is blocked off and folks engmacksChristmas music, a
visit from Santa, and fireworkdMembersof2 | w |l JrEMEchoruswill be singng.

Advent Devotionals Available

Beginning Sunday, November 28, the first Sunday in Adveridady AdventDevotional
published byPresbyterian Outlookvill be available Included for each day of Advent is a
Scripture reading, a brief meditatipand a prayer. The devotional will be enegilone
week at a time to the congregation. For those who would like a hard ¢bpywill be in
the narthex and in the church office. About the devotional:

__ oHope is hard to find during a long pandemic. Dark feelings of s,
ADVENT anger,betrayal and despair plague our souls and our communigies.
DEVOTIONS the light fades and the evenings grow long this December, the sefison

Advent reminds us that God is with us in the night.

We can see and observe God at work in the dark, marvel at thetypeé creation lit by moon and stars, and rest from
GKS RIFreQa flo2N®» 5FN]JySaa Aa 2F0Sy | aaz20AGiSR gAlK S«
gAlySaa (2 / KNARAGQAE D22R bSgad 9 KhioAsNangeHisis, prisdndrsketfreeK | |
¢ we will move through this Advent season as watchful disciples, keeping vigil for the One who is promised to arrive like
a thief in the night.
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Deacons_06Corner - Janet Parziale
Mission of the Month & December

The Market Street Missionn Morristown hasbeendesignated fothe Mission of the
Month again for December Throughout the Covidl9 Pandemic, thellave continued
to provide 200 meals each day to those in immediate need.

MARKET STREET
MISSION

Meals « Shelter - Hope

They als@rovide recovery programs and vocational training to those rebuilding their lives, community counseling
sewiDSaz |yR GNB3IdzZ NI @8 aOKSRdz SR YSSiAy3a FyR aSNIIAOS:
the Market Street Missioprovided 86,207 meals to the homeless and poor in Morris Coumbgted21,316 shelter

stays, anchad 36 graduats from their Life Changeecovery program.

0

o | am happy to report an altime high collection of 12 turkeyén November One was distributed
locally and eleven were delivered tthe Market Street Mission. Thank you to everyone from
both churches and the community who donated a turkey toitvery worthy cause!

0 Monetary giftscollectedthroughMission of the Montls A t £ KSf LJ GKSY OFNB FT2NJ Iy A

immediate needs today and their loigrm needs for a stable and independent tomorrow

If you are not able taattend church,pleasemail your donationto the church officeor directly to Elsie Turgman
Remembeto Y I NJ DedéMissiah of the Montld  FngliRle your name and/or envelope number if you would like
your donation to be recordedThank you in advance for supporting this program.

Annual Church Decorating

Mark your calendarThe decorating of the church will be held on $atlay, December1 1",
10'00 am.This is Bvays awonderful time of fellowship as we put up the tree, hang the ornaments

joyful event! Pleas@in usto help decorate and havsomS Fdzyd | 2dz 62y Qi 06 S

Christmas Poinsettias

If you would like to order Christmas Poinsettias to place on the chémic€hristmas Eve
in memory or honor of someone special in your,lfiieasecomplete the form on page
13of this newsletter. Orders are due in the church office ®yrday, Decembet 2",
Checks should be made payable to fER@cons.

ShopRite Gift Cards

Do you shop at ShopRite? Wétlen, you cannot afford to pass up this deal to help support the
church in another small wayka the past several years, the church has been purchasing
ShopRite gift cards (known as adwucher Prograito sell on Sunday mornings. For every
$100 soldthe church earns $3hat is, we get 5% of all sales. Over the course of a year, at
times that has translated to more than$d,000earned.

The qift cards come in $20, $50, and $100 denominatid@imgy never expire; you can continue to use them uhgl

balance is used uplopurcha® these gift cards for yourself or as a gift, please see Yvonne Fletcher on Sunday morning:
or call her at home during the week. She will be more than happy to help you out with your purchase. Thank you in
advance for Blping in this special way.

-4-



Stirling Stuff December 2021

Flowers for Our Recorded Worship

For the month oDecemberRev. Aspinall will be recording-tine services in Stirlinglf you
would like to order flowers to be place in the chancel for any of these services, please sen
email to the church asecretary@fpcstirling.orgr call the church office at 96847-1033 and  ~
leave a message with Paulette, our church secretary. When leaving a mepksges, include
the specificgyour name, the Sunday service you would like flowers for, and who they are ¢
in memory/honor of). The cost is still $30; your check (made payabldwers on the Ridge)
can be sent to the church office. Since recordings are done on Thursdays, the flowers need to be picked up by Israel
Sierra on Wednesdays. Place your order at least one week prior to the Wednesdayp gete to allow enough leh

time to have them for the service you chooséou also have the option of providing flowers fronuygarden, etc.If

you have any questions, please contact Paulette at the church office or Janet Parziale.

?
Know Someone Who Needs a Card- 15 Rin
We know what the power of prayer can @ohelping to give strength to all those involveldiyou 9:1
know of someone who is in need of our praygriease let Janet Parziale know so that a card can be
sent. Janetan be reached ganetparziale@cmcast.netor 908647-2212.

Deacons Fundraiser : First Presbyterian Church Notecards

TheDeaconsare selling packets den cards and envelopes for $5.00henote cardshavea

pencil sketch of our church on the froriheyare blank inside, thus making them useful for any
type of communication. If you are interested, please let any Deacon kndsavea message at
the church officeand we will get a pack or two to yo'hey will also be available for purchase
following worship servicem Stirling. Proceedswill go into the Deacad Eund. Thank you for your
support of this project.

Deaconsd Fund

The Deacon@-undhelpsthe Deacons do their Mission wodndisfunded bydonations

givenso generously byhe congregation. %u may send your donation tthe church or

directlyto Elsie Turgma. t £ S 8S v 23GdzydBS I O ViKS YSY2 &8 y 27
and include your envelope numberThank you very much!

W orship Committee - Janet Parziale

The Meyersvilland Stirlingchurcheswill continue to worship together
through the Sundays in Advertor the month of December, Sunday
morning worship will be held in Meyersville at 10:00 a.nThere will also

be an online service each week, accessibteugh a link delivered by email
and on the church websiteyww.fpcstirling.org The service is also available
on a DVD; please contact the church offacel one will be delivered to you.



mailto:secretary@fpcstirling.org
mailto:janetparziale@comcast.net
http://www.fpcstirling.org/
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Second Sunday in Advent

December 8 is the SecondSunday in Advenaswe continue orour Journey to Christmas. Plar s e
to join useach week awve light the Advent candles and get closer to the celebration of the bir N

of Jesus. Second Sy Adhent

Liturgists Ne eded: For In -Person and On-Line Services

" We need Liturgisteach week to do readings footh our inperson andnline worship
services. Recordindsr on-line servicesire done at the church, Stirling

: " or Meyersville, on Thursday afternoons (other arrangements can be made if

B AT NESSSS  necessary).

Tosign up, please contact Jan SomelfsJan contacts you to ask you to read, pldase
herknow as soon as possible if/when you will be availafitev. Aspinall send you a copy of your readings and
confirm the location and time for then-line recording. Thank you.

Blue Christmas Service

The Blue Christmas, or Longest Night Service, whilthe held in our

sanctuary on Sunday, December1.9at 4:00 p.m, is for those who are
having a difficult time getting into the Spirit of the Christmas season.
When you have lost someone, or lost a job, or lost your health, it ca
difficult to deal with all the joy, lights, singing, and family gatherings ¢
Christma. On top of that, you may feel guilty that you feel this way.
Maybeyou used to love the Christmas season, but now it is difficult.

Blue
Christmas

A Service of Remembrance
& Hope

For those who find rejoicing hard work.

The Blue Christmas Service is designed to help people who are feeli¥§
blue to hear the Christmas proclamation in a wayttsgeaks to their feelings. If you are one of those people, come and
let the Christmas story speak to what you are feeling. Perhaps you know of someone who is having a difficult time this
Christmas season; invite them to come to this service; or, bettempjek them up and come with them so they know

they have a friend who understands what they are experiending.S & SNIWA OS gAtft | fa&az2 o6S
website,www.fpcstirling.org

Christmas Eve in Stirling

OnFriday, December 22 at 8:00 p.m., we wilhold the Christmas
Eve Service in our sanctuaryVe hope you will join us for this beautiful
service of candles and carols aspvepare forthe birth of Christ.



http://www.fpcstirling.org/
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First Sunday Back in Sanctuary dNovember 7%

On Noember 7" we returned to worshippingn our sanctuary after a very long tim&n that Sundaywe celebrated
iKS [2NROAf § dzfJLIS MIG B VR w S Wiy Kmgh®& thésslzgtidlipéople in our lives thate
have lost in the past yearHere are pictures from the service

Rev. Aspinall preparing to serve t8emmunion elements, Tom Parziale lighting candles as each name on our
remembrance list is read aloud, and congregation members in the pews!

First Sunday in Advent and Heritage Sunday

On November 28, we celebrated the First Sunday in Advent and our Annual Heritage
Sunday when we remember the Scottish heritage of the Presbyterian ChOrade again, g
we welcomed David Palladifinclair, Pipe Major and Director of the Rampant Lion Band;
of NJ and a lagtime friend of our congregationlt was a wonderful celebratiqgmnd we

thank everyondor wearingtheir plaid anddonating goodes for Fellowship Hour.

Here are pictures from the service: David playing the Processional, followed by Rev. As
Tom Parziale carrying the Heritage Sunday banner, and members of the Handbell Choi.,—
Carolyn Malfatone and Joyce Koenig lightingRirstAdvent Candle; the Handbell ChdRev. Aspinall W|th our piper,

David; Scottish decorations provided by Janet Piraiad Carolyn Malfatond=ellowship Hour hosted by the Worship
Committee with lots of Scottistieatda T wS@d t SGSNAQ o6l ILIALISEAE HKAOK KS R2)
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