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Pastorôs Message  

         
 

           
Dear Church Family,        
 

Promises, promises. Broken, unfulfilled promises can be hurtful ς 
whether it is promises made by political candidates, friends, or family members. Broken promises damage 
both our trust in others and our own ability to judge whether or not to trust others. We want to believe; we 
want to trust, but broken promises bring disappointment, sadness, frustration, and even heartbreak. 
SomeǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΦ    
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊǘƛŘŜΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǳƴōǊƻƪŜƴΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎe fulfilled. There are empty promises all around us, but 
the resurrection is not one of them. God has staked everything ς DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ LƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ DƻŘΩǎ 
commitment to us ς ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŜǾen if we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴōǊƻƪŜƴΦ 
 

And this, of course, is very Good News. It means our present and our future is assured and secured. But 
what difference does knowing this make in our lives now? How does it change our present, how we live our 
lives? How does it affect our own promises? 
 

!ǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳōƻŘȅ DƻŘΩǎ promise in a world of broken promises. Our 
ƭƛǾŜǎ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
resurrection changes things for us. It gives us knowledge and experience of a promise kept and we can 
thereforŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
resurrection makes all the difference. 

 
          On May 23rd, we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, when we 
received the power and the inspiration that enables us to carry that difference into the 
world. 

    Yours in Christ, 
             Barbara  

                         
 
 
 

                The F irst Presbyterian Church of Stirling 
Feeding Those Who Hunger  
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Per - Capita Apportionment  

 
The Per Capita amount for 2021 is $40.00 per active member.  This amount includes $8.98 for the 
Office of General Assembly, $4.10 for the Synod of the Northeast, and $26.92 for Presbytery.  This 
money is used to help fund the work of the different levels of the denomination.  Please send your 
apportionment for each person in your family who is a member.  You may send it to the church office 
or directly to Elsie Turqman, and please ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ άtŜǊ /ŀǇƛǘŀΦέ 

 

 

Weekly Contributions  
 
Although we are not worshipping in our sanctuary, there are still financial commitments that 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜǘΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ or keeping 
up with our mission support, our expenses are ongoing.  Please send your weekly offering/pledge 
to the church office or directly to Elsie Turqman so that we can meet our obligations.  Thank you. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----  
 
Special Request from Elsie  

 
When mailing your offering to the church or to Elsie Turqman, please also 
include your Church envelope that has your number on the outside.  Elsie 
uses these envelopes in her record keeping.  When no envelope is included, 
she makes up an envelope for the individual.  Your help in this would be 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

 

Worship Sche dule  
 
At a joint meeting of the Sessions of First Presbyterian Church and 
Meyersville Presbyterian Church on April 22, an arrangement was 
approved for worship services in the upcoming months. 
 
First, online services will continue each week. The link to the 
service will be emailed and posted on our website. This email will 
generally be sent on the Saturday before the Sunday of the service. 
 
Second, when the weather permits, there will be an additional outdoor in-person worship service. Notice of whether or 
not there will be an outdoor service will be included in the Saturday emails. 
 
And finally, where the outdoor in-person services take place (weather permitting) will be according to the following 
schedule: 
 May 2nd will be a communion service at Meyersville at 10 a.m. 
 All the other Sundays in May (9, 16, 23, 30) will be at Stirling at 10 a.m.  
 All Sundays in June will be at Meyersville at 10 a.m. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Looking Ahead : 
 
All the Sundays in July will be at First Presbyterian at 9:30 a.m. 
All the Sundays in August will be at Meyersville at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Notices of these dates will be posted on the door of the church so if there is confusion, 
there will be time to dash to the other church and only be a few minutes late. Latecomers 
are always welcome! 

 

 

Join the Online Zoom Coffee Hour               -  Janet Parziale  
 

Our Zoom coffee hours continue every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. (unless otherwise 
announced) jointly with our friends from Meyersville.  For many, these visits online with one 
another have been fun, therapeutic, and a great way to catch up with one another.   
 
You do not need any special software to join in the fun; just click the link in the email provided 
each week to participate.  You can join with video or just with audio, and you  

can use your phone, Kindle, tablet, or computer.  If you need the link resent, please feel free to contact Janet Parziale at 
janetparziale@comcast.net or 908-647-2212.  
 
 

 

Deacons ô Corner                                                                             -  Janet Parziale  
          

Mission of the Month  ð May & June  
       

The Deacons are once again working with the Church World Service (CWS) and 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ά.ƭŀƴƪŜǘ aƻƴǘƘ !ǇǇŜŀƭέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ WǳƴŜ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘέ 
donations.  In 2020, CWS delivered 17,000 blankets to people in need in the US 
and another 1,000 to folks in the Caribbean who were struck by hurricanes and 
flooding.  
 
The blankets cost $10 each and have been used in many ways ς including to help 
families who have been driven from their homes due to hurricanes, tornados, or 
other disasters; to keep the homeless warm; to carry personal belongings; to 
cover a window broken in a storm to keep the cold air out; a privacy divider in an 
overcrowded refugee facility; and, as a tent or ground covering.  As people who 
trust in the promises of God, we reach out to comfort those who are struggling, 
who are in crisis, who need our prayers, our support, and our comfort. The gift of 

ŀ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀǊŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
babies, a warm blanket has meant comfort and love.  
 
We will be collecting during both May and June.  Please send your donation to the church office or directly to Elsie 
Turqman, and ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ά/²{ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘέ ƻǊ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΦέ  Remember to include your name and/or 
your envelope number if you would like your donation to be recorded.  Thank you in advance for supporting this special 
mission program. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

mailto:janetparziale@comcast.net
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Flowers for Our Sanctuary   
 

Rev. Aspinall will continue recording alternately at both churches.  If you would like to have 
flowers placed on the chancel for services that are recorded at Stirling, please call the church 
office or Israel Sierra.   
     During May, services will  be recorded at Stirling for Sundays, May 9th όaƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Day) and 23rd.   
     During June, services will  be recorded at Stirling for Sundays, June 6th and 20th (FatherΩs Day). 
You may leave a message at the church with the specifics (your name, which Sunday service you 
would like them for, and who they are given in memory/honor of). 
 
Since recordings are done on Thursdays, the flowers need to be picked up by Israel on Wednesdays.  Please place your 
order at least one week prior to the Wednesday pick-up date to allow enough lead time to have them for the service you 
choose.  The cost is still $30; your check (made payable to: Flowers on the Ridge) can be sent to the church office.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Janet Parziale. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Know Someone Who Needs a Card?  

 
Each week during worship, we remember members, friends, and family who need our prayers for joys 
and concerns.  We know what the power of prayer can do in helping to give strength to all those 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  ! 5ŜŀŎƻƴ ǎŜƴŘǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛn the prayers 
of the congregation to get well, share joyful wishes, or express sympathy.    
 
If you know of someone who is in need of our thoughts or prayers, please let Janet Parziale know so 
that a card can be sent.  Janet can be reached at janetparziale@comcast.net or 908-647-2212. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Need Help?  Want to Chat?  
 
As this time of staying at home continues, it is easy to miss that human connection.  If you are in 
need of help getting groceries or just want to talk to someone, please feel free to call a Deacon.  
We are ready to help in any way we can.  If you know of someone who needs assistance, please 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Deaconsõ Fund 
 
The Deacons Fund is used to help the Deacons do their Mission work, and it is funded by 
donations given so generously by the congregation. You may send your donation to the church 
or directly to Elsie Turqman.  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ά5ŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ CǳƴŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ.  
Thank you very much!  

 

 
Worship Committee                                                                                                -  Janet Parziale  
 
Pentecost Sunday  
 
On May 23rd, we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday, which commemorates the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus.  
The church will be decorated in symbols of Pentecost, and everyone is 
encouraged to wear RED to the outdoor church service in Stirling that day. 

 

mailto:janetparziale@comcast.net
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Liturgists  Needed 

 
We are in need of Liturgists each week to do readings for the Zoom worship 
services.  Recordings are done at the church, Stirling or Meyersville, on 
Thursday afternoons until 6:00 p.m. (other arrangements can be made if 
necessary).   
 
To sign up, please contact Jan Somers.  If Jan calls to ask you to read, please let 
her know as soon as possible if/when you will be available.  Rev. Aspinall will 
send you a copy of your readings and confirm the location and time for the 
recording.  Thank you! 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Looking to Join in Worship Services Outside?  
 

With our Spring days getting warmer, Stirling and Meyersville will be holding services 
outside on Sunday morningsτweather permitting.  For Stirling, the service will be held 
on the front lawn.  For Meyersville, the service will be held on the lawn at the left side 
of the church building.  We will continue to wear masks and social distance.  Feel free 
to bring a lawn chair.  Each church will also have a few folding chairs available for 
those who are not able to bring one.  No sign-ups are necessary to attend.  Rev. 
Aspinall will alternate leading the services at Meyersville and Stirling.   
 
You may call the church office (908-647-1033) on Fridays to find out where the 
outdoor service will be held for the following Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
The following pictures are from an outdoor service in April: 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Maundy Thursday Service  

 
Through the magic of electronics and Loura ZijŘŜƭΩǎ expertise, the Last Supper was re-enacted for the Maundy Thursday 
Zoom service.  Although each participant was filmed separatelyτto maintain social distancing, the end result is amazing.   

 
From left to right, our actors are: Doug Smith, James Thorn, Evelyn Smith, Israel Sierra, Paul Wermuth, Jonathan Bruno, 
Ali Minaian, Ed Gerecht, Tom Parziale, Sandy Mackay, Ruud Zijdel, David Brownlee, and Daniel Landgren. Sue Hahn (not 
pictured) was our narrator. 
 
The service can still be viewed by going to the FPC-{ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ άwŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ 
choosing the April 1, Maundy Thursday service.   
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Mission Program s  

 
Easter Ham Donations  
 
Thanks to your generous donations, Tom Parziale was able to deliver 8 hams on the 
Saturday before Palm Sunday.  One ham was given to a local family and 7 were 
brought to the Market Street Mission in Morristown.  Your support of this program was very much appreciated! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Bridges Outreach Lunch Program                                                                       - Janet Parziale  
 

The Bridges organization is still in need of as many lunches as we can provide.  One person is making 
sandwiches and one person is filling the brown bags.  One day each month, the sandwiches and non-
perishable goodies are delivered to Summit.  
 
We are always in need of small bottles of water or cartons of juice; snacks of cookies, nuts, Goldfish, 
pretzels; and small fruit cups or applesauce, pudding, etc.  Cash donations are also appreciated to help 
with the purchase of bread and lunch meat.  You can drop items off in Pollard Hall (call the church office 
to confirm someone is there) or send cash donations to Elsie Turqman. 

 
 


